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War uihe kriow 1t. 13 o relativelyw new rhenomenan it the histore of hu-

mariit=. That 9rours ot Feople have infdlicted damode on other drours 13 noth-

P

NS new. But: az Buincy Wright has zhown, the most common form of war 13
what he calls "scocial war', a ritwal where Srours mog attock each Utheg but

11 all stopd at the First dror of ploocd or casualtd.

War, 1n order to dbtain economic ond rolitical 9oals. to rob and to dominate,

1z a more recent rhenomenon:related to what 13 uswollys called “civiliza-

tion'. The more soclety iz characterized bw ad9riculture (az opreoged 1o hun-

ting-g9athering or cattle?. the more thew are ordanized as o state (as OFFGS

gd to clan, tribe, willafer and the more internuldiuizion ot labor there 1
whef s Luad '

cover and uboueAall zocietie=z. bossed on 9ender and ader the more belliderent

the societies =seem 1o be;in the zerze thoat thew usze a23ressiwve wars to ob-

tain ecornomic and Folitical Soals=s. Hz the =tructural choracteristics men-

ti1oned also are turical of Western zsocietiss ("modern", "develored"? one
would exrect thelir struture to prediseroze particularlgs for belli1derences

But then the significance ot Western social cozmolo

w

s o deer ldeclo9ys

structure)should alzo be mentioned. There iz thqideﬂo+ beingd the center of

the world with social 4orslaz walild for the whole world - as it 1s emﬁressaﬂ

V1E-200. Mar becomes mot onls o ridht

[ )
oo

in the missionard command (Matthew.

but a duty: o=z also exerezszed in Iszlam and 1n the secular offserings

.

[
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Chrisztianits, liberal

j Qa !"[ 1

belliderentsz of Settin? killed 12 inareasind. and an euver 9recter portion

Tam oarnd mar=ism.

dagtting more donferouws owsr time. 1 the senss thot the rishk for the

13}

of thoze who are killed are ciwilianz. The percentade of thosze f19hfing

whio were killed waz in the Middle H9es rnot more thorfabout 250 in the First
o ld war the nmumber 1fcreaszed to about 40%. But. wher=2os onlys one =ayarte
af those killed in the First world war wers ciwvijiaons this hod 1ncreosed to

woo
atout one holf in the Second world war uﬁdAnbnue TSH In the Indoching wars.

{t should be noted that 1mn o modor nwclar wor thers will be mons cosvalties
i non-belliderent pousrs due o foll-out = a4 mew FRENOHEN0N i oddition

trhiere wil!l e cazualties at+tar hosztile acticrn hoz ceased due 1o lond-term



etfectz. and effects on the non-human enwvircnment =s=o for urnheord of. Thus

1}

tade

ty
in

ware mas attalncosmic dimensions. some kind of undoing of the latter

a3+ Ureation as enwvisaded 1n Christianit=.
<

insufticient to +tocus on the arms wseds

1d

in order to understand wars it i
zayalls or more imrortant i1z the conflict forwotion within which the war 1=
2rnacted. [+ we divide the world 1n Canter and Perirhers countries dernding
on where they are located in the international division of labor we d9at
three molor tores of warst .

eenter~Uenter wars - the current tost-kiezt conflict wowld ke oF that Tere.

Center—-Ferirphery wars! the current Horth-South onflict would be of thot ture

Ferirhers-Ferirhers wsi these are ofter: dizearadindly: referred to oz

tLhoracteristicallye Center countries, ond rarticularlg the SuPEPFDHEP% PEQQF&

thelr own contliicts oz the real cnes, andzes suver<thing slze oz deriued Fram

/7

———

them,. Mot withouwt Some Fredsof. Howewver: 1 thie pozt Second world war

reriod the Center-Perirhery warsz have been ba 4ar the moz=t 1mrortont. &t

teast 0% of the belliderent activits in the abowt T80 warzs oafter 1945

“an be sald to tall in thi1s cateldor=d oll the notional and reorlise's wors of
Liberation. Thie protlem nas been how to 98t out of the colonial or neo-coloe
riral grae the Center countrizs hawve hod and hawe on the PEriecherys countries

st owarious kHinds. The tapicalkon+11ci Foraation within thiszs paottern hos

3

o
been classical! an alllance of the Center countra with TheirAbridgehead:

sotten also asainst the intellec-

T

cconomic and rolitical elit&s)uguinsi g OF

tual elitez in the FPerirherd. [+ one zurperpowar or Lioc iz 1nuwoluwed 10 one
znd ot the contlict the therlvne can Wzuyalle pe cwuﬁied»qn.to e 1nwolued
an the cther snd. but meticulously avoidind direct cmn%rmﬁtutiom 1 order
not to ezcalote 1nto the tast-West tormatiaon soFutuwatad with ruclear CcorFg e
Brilrtas But the zum of the Center-Ferisherw and the Ferirherd-Faripherd

war=. 1n terms of cuaualtle% iz alreads of the madnitude of o YThird world

war. anly that 1t deoes not conform to the Wirarean +mrmu1m§n+ 0 oworlad waord

awd Y 4oy,

Germms crossing the EhineA or a Blitz attock mnFne ot the Fresent surerroners-

W]

Slike the derman Ursration Brbarossa on the Soviet lndion 22 June 1341 ona the



qese attack on Fearl] Hartor T lecember

4l zupereawers for o

First strike throudh inceszzant

armns both wore destructive and less

raacelaor war 1E o pocra uer and

1+

gtructiorn =uch az nuclears nolosical

g1cal wearons Wars are meso

Wit often reterred to oz terrorism (bd

1=

Fireclses SWCh o
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edi. Ihe tardet 1z mors =

the weorons hawve short Fonle ond small

SuCch mioro wars mag Dbeacomese soarte o oned

PPombla Far-ticularls

war+ore chosen by the weak . Ginlecticallw

military-pralice action,. Torture. death

ot to 1hclude thi i the ert of mode

1y

Cone
Tinction Leimaen external and i1tnternol

lezz wrth the internationalizaton of

Iri the 4+i139ht against war thaore ore two

the ari and dirvected adainst the

HIB=

desarer lwing Ccauses. Trhe +ormer hos

et number of disarnament conterences

ot destructive rower it pozsibly Ehi+T&& 1
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direction Frldr e

militarg Fosture, somewhat glaond the lines

the Rusrions and the Finns in Eurore

X:0n+11ct rezolution. however, remolns o ba

zutticient,; For awvoiding wars and war-like
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PERCE

can be ‘\ﬂm{({:cﬁ)

Historically . oo number of rFreace conceptsA all of them carriers of

different ideas that could be Jjoined together under o richer concert af

Ft

. ! L]
reace than usudﬂ{@‘ﬂost imrortant in the Western tradition iz the Roman)Pux)

absentia belli, in ather wordsz o redative concert of Fpeace - defined amon3

" :
countries. The 9reek “eirena)the fArabic-Hebrew "sala'am<sholowm" and the

Jaranese~sChinese "heiwaschowa" rpoint in ancther direction which can be bet-
ter understood by such terms a#guztxce", "harmona®. In the Hindu,fgqaihhwy
ond JainistsBuddhist traditions “shanti” would be more of o harmony concerk
and “ahimsa" <(the mnedation of "himsa", uioleﬁce), a clear non-violence con-—
cert. These di+ferences are important for in all cultures “"peace (or that
which tends to be translated into "epeace"? stands for something rFositiuves
the noame of o Soal, rerhars one of the deerest and hishest gcals.
[;he concert of "Peoace" becoms a rart of soccial ideocloly, embraced
by everybody. As such 1t will also attain a clasz character. YAbsence of
watr', who benetits ftrom that? Hot those with just 9rievances fi9hting for
othees

o more Jjust world, but rFossibly merchuntskwho con profit from

reaceful Pelutionﬁumong states. "“Peace" becomes that which makesz inter-stote
trade pPossible. ANd who 1s served b9 “"harmong" it ot Frecisels those on
tor of a stvu&ture distributing power oand Frivileds uvery unesuallsw,. even

=0 that those at the bottom are d2ingd +rom misers? Moreower. "monvioclence"
mosmzan PFPacitication rather than rFeace in o more roszitive sense. "Harmong®
may also be interrreted as "jﬁstice" - but that maw be a sgnonym +or equo-

lity as well as +or 9iving more to the more worthsﬂﬁtaristo— or meritcrats.
-

In rFreace rasearch/as i1t took share ot theend of the ISSOs,the debate about
the meaning of that wveryd concept proved to be fruitful. Thus, +rom ‘the he—

AiNning it was clear that there vere two closszes of meaninds:! "medative Feo~

ze" meaning absence of war and wvioletice (anwg tare of destructiont; “epositive

r@ace" coming clger to intedation, union - with connctations of hoarmons and

-

sstice. But then violence, destruction,. that which should be absent for a

i
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F‘&ﬁt certificate to be issued,. as a minimum condition'ulso has to be sub-

.gawided. 0On the one hand there 1s the direct wviolence most reorlgare think-—

;destrogds quickle and there 1is usualle o subiect behind,intend-

~ﬁﬁ§s&hﬁi&dﬁstructiona On the other hand there is the structural vioclence,

g vEtructure . also carbble of killing. buibhen wzualls =low-

g Cthrowsh hunger and miserd, diseasze atid decease’ and as a rule not =t

o

21 -

ed bw some clear intention - 11 Jjust i=z.

not the

1y
—
i

trructuml wiol

[

45

zame as institutionalized wvioclence - that i

direct wiolence which has be-
come an institution. like vendetta. Structural viclence 1=, hence. werd
clozsels linked to zocianl verticalite 1n 2eneral. ornd to the cClas:sz structure
ot a societws in rarticular. It can be meas ured: much like direct vioclence
15 measured b9 countind casunlties structural wiolence com be meosured in

rumbers of wear= nrot liwved relative to th

i

F."

rtentially rPossible, 2iuven the

kriowledge, technolog9s and rescurces at cur diserozal on the azsumetion thot

oll rartz of the rorulation coan fully benefit from thems & life destrosad

at the ade of thirtg ttoeeouadbh undercnuterition iz at least hald o murdsrd on

tor of thot wouwld come reflections on loss of lite aualits due tao murtldltl

and hot onle life suantits due to mortalita. That lozs mag alszo take the

fotm of rerres

'."l

100 andsor alienatian. therebw twing Freedom aoand identits to

the concert of eeace — i th tradition of non-Western Freoce theoriss.

} Throudn the concert of structural vioclencs the concert of nelotiuve

T

i

= 2 0

) 'R . ‘
15 esxtended. Fbsence ouw wiaolence"” 1

i

miore than absence of direct uiolencaj

it alzo 1mrlies aeence of represzion ond o , ,
\vlwhutlun Ot e FlDltJtlDW o

cther forms of werticolite it the social structure. fnd thi

hern. soints

[
~+

to the two main stratedies for a Feace Frocesst diztonce (dizzociationy and

m

clozerness (azszcciations— Feace throwdh rositive and nedaotive aFFrroaches.

Througdh the latter the reaces concert Q0ins in derth.

pr dissociabive " "
ezt

Hroawn in the theorg of Feace 13 thw\L+1an to achieve sacurltae (anothed
!

word for nedative peace?. abszence of direct wiolence. throudh distoarnced mote-

m

urral borders crivers. mountaln cholins?. dreat distarnces O

nd
T
=
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G
i
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> diszcriminotiony and social borders erotected bw

IW

social distance (rFrejudic
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force, the means of direct wiolence. to runish transdreszors o that “uttucu

1y

does not rFag”. Comtining these four arrcaches we arrive ot the nation—ztute)

it
|

wztem can be zald +To date From the

built 1nto akulance~o+»#ower zdztem. The
reace of Westebalia in 164E ang the Froblems are marne: rnotuwral borders and
distances beccome ludicrous 1n the ade of rockets, rationalwst Freiudices
tend to breok down in the a3e of extended interaction. the

boalance of sower maw break down 1 the alde of multi-dimenszionl wearon Sd9s-
tems with no a3d3reement as to how much of thiz wearon iz eauivalent tTo how
much ot that)qnd bhecause wearons that cam alszoe be used foran attack look

cftensive however much the intention 1z rFrurels defensive - and., conseduent-

ldg: Provoke.

Thern there 1= the clozeness,of azszocintive arproach. bozed on exactls the

cerposite idead: it iz by brin2ind the rFrartieszs todether, not arort,. thot o
Feace =tructure con be buwilt. There are conditions. howswer! that the
farties are relativelyw eaual, that thew are built tofsether i o relotian
not anlw odinterdependence but alsoc of equlty; thoet thers ore fTies 1n all
directionzs and at all lewvels (guwarnmentuﬁa Fublic: Friuvnte); slite-leswel.
reorle-level, stc.rs It should be. sufticient to roint to the relation bhe-
tween Germany and France betore thttecond world war, and{gdqwto zee the dite
egrence between the twoe stratedies.

For structuﬁal viplence thers arealso dizsocigtive and azsociative asprcache
e [Etance is created throudh decourling,. selective or more complete, =9,
g mzanz gt o =truddle for liberation. wioleant or nonviclent. A condition

usually akigh leve]l of consciousness—+ormoation abowt eselolta-

i

for thisz 1 =
tionsrerressian,. mobilization. confrontations, and a werw doal-directed form
af =truadle Chut mot neceszarily in that orders condfrontations cCanm alszso be

consclentizingr.

firnd then there 13 the clozenegsz arprodch. recourling. but then on the baosi

of =agalita. The history of the Hordic countries can D zesn 1n tnls perseec-
tive., with o relatively =olid, eauitable recourlind. Bt nobodws haslszo far

heen able to obtain this inside a soclets: reducing structural violence down

toc zero betueen classes within @ countrw, possibls because decourling easihy
I

lanarde +m Sesnratrsm and +oarmoTinm nt a4 mek =tTntes





